Dear Students,

I am writing this letter for two reasons:  to introduce myself and to share some information with you.

The 2007 – 2008 academic year marks my eighteenth year of teaching at North Carolina Wesleyan College.  I have taught mathematics for more than thirty years, twelve of which were at the high school level.  I find mathematics interesting, intriguing and challenging and want you to understand and like mathematics as much as I do.  In addition to teaching mathematics, I also teach the math methods courses for prospective teachers.

I have high expectations for myself and my students.  College tuition is a huge burden for most students and their families.  I plan to conduct class in a serious manner and intend to give you the most I can for your tuition dollars.  Former students may say all sorts of things about their professors, but you should form your own opinions.  I am demanding and may cover a lot of material in class, but I am very willing to assist students outside of class.  I encourage you to visit my office to seek assistance when you have questions about course content, homework, grades or other issues related to class.  Students who take advantage of office hours find this to be a positive and helpful experience.

In my leisure time, I like to spend hours doing needlework, playing bridge, and working outdoors in my garden and yard.  I am a Harry Potter fan; I have read all of the books and seen all of the movies.  Art has always played an important role in my life.  In earlier years, I created numerous pencil drawings of animals and once exhibited my work at the Virginia Beach Boardwalk Art Show.  In more recent years, I have become passionate about canvas embroidery and am presently participating in a needlework testing program on color.  I was most pleased when I was invited to exhibit my original needlework of Wesleyan’s Serpentine Wall at the 2007 national seminar of the Embroiderers’ Guild of America.

I look forward to having you as a student this semester.  I’ll make every effort to do my best as a teacher and hope you will do the same as a student.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Gail T. Stafford

